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Pray 

Intro: Last week Pastor mark spoke the topic Using Your Words to Build Up. His first point was we 
have a New Identity. Today I’d like us to focus on our New Identity In Christ. 

We live in a culture were many are trying to find their true identity. Life situations and personal 
struggles cause many to question who they are. So many are fed their “reality” from television and 
popular culture.  

There are times when even believers in Christ might question who they are. 

We must have the right self-identity in order to impact our world. 

 Leslie Lynch King, Jr. was born on Monday, July 14, 1913 in Omaha, Nebraska. His parents 
separated sixteen days after his birth and were divorced the following December. His father was 
abusive and had a drinking problem. His mother took her baby and moved back to her parents’ 
home in Grand Rapids, Michigan where she later married a man named Gerald Ford, a paint 
salesman. Ford later adopted young Leslie and gave him his own name. Later in his life, Leslie 
Lynch King became Gerald Ford, the 38th president of the United States. 

Born Leslie Lynch King, by adoption, Gerald Ford entered a new family and was given a new name. 
HIS LIFE WAS TRANSFORMED...….all because he was adopted into a new family with a new father. 

When we were saved by faith in Jesus Christ, God the Father adopted us and placed us into His 
family. We were given a new name, written down in the Lamb's Book of Life in Heaven. We were 
placed into the royal line of believers who follow Jesus Christ, the Lion of the Tribe of Judah. We 
have a new father, a new family, a new name, a new destiny a new life, A NEW IDENTITY!   (Dr. 
Larry Petton)  

In preparing todays message I asked myself, WHO AM I. Is my identity found in what I do in the 
name of Christ or is it found in Christ? Is it what I do, or is it what He has done for me?  

I think we should all ask ourselves that question. 

New Life In Christ 

2 Corinthians 5: 



17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all 
things have become new. 

Therefore refers back to vs 15a-16. 

15 and He died for all, …. 

16 Therefore, from now on, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we have known 
Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know Him thus no longer.  

Amplified Bible, Classic Edition 

16 Consequently, from now on we estimate and regard no one from a [purely] human point of view 
[in terms of natural standards of value]. [No] even though we once did estimate Christ from a 
human viewpoint and as a man, yet now [we have such knowledge of Him that] we know Him no 
longer [in terms of the flesh]. 

Therefore - In view of the fact that the Lord Jesus died for all people, and rose again. The effect of 
that has been to change all our feelings, and to give us entirely new views of people, of ourselves, 
and of the Messiah, so that we have become new creatures. ( Barnes) 

 
Our New name, our new life, and our New Identity, all come from what Jesus did for us on the 
Cross. 

The new birth experience is a fresh beginning. 

Galatians 2: 20 I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and 
the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself 
for me. 

It’s an opportunity to live our lives for Christ vs for self.  

2 Corinthians 5: 15 and He died for all, that those who live should live no longer for themselves, but 
for Him who died for them and rose again. 

I often ask people what helped you chose the House of Praise as your place to worship. More 
often than not, I hear it was the welcoming & loving atmosphere. I felt the presence of Christ. 

I want you to know as part of your New Identity in Christ,….. YOU REPRESTENT HIM,….You are a 
serving church!  and you do it well HOP. 

2 Corinthians 5:20 Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ,…. 

 

Old things have passed away 

2 Corinthians 5: 



17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all 
things have become new. 

 

Old value systems, priorities, beliefs, loves, and plans are gone. 

Sins are forgiven, we see sin differently, it doesn’t control the believer.  

Our old sin nature is replaced with a New Nature. 

 

We see life differently. 

We hear thing differently. We begin to hear The Holy Sprit speaking to our hearts. 

When Steve Henning of Huntley, Illinois, was two years old, he contracted spinal meningitis. It was 
the winter of 1943, and because of World War II, doctors had a shortage of penicillin and could 
not provide Steve the treatment he needed. Sadly, he lost his hearing. 

For 57 years, Steve could not hear music, laughter, or human speech. Even though he lived a full 
life, he still longed to hear the voices of those he loved. 

In the winter of 2001, he learned of a surgical procedure that would allow sound waves to bypass 
the non-functioning part of his ear and travel directly to the auditory nerve. On January 30th he 
was operated on. Because the implanted device could not be activated until the swelling in the ear 
decreased, doctors and Steve didn’t know if the operation was successful for six weeks. 

The day of reckoning came on a blustery spring day. Steve nervously wondered if the procedure 
had been in vain. As the audiologist programmed the cochlear implant, he invited Steve’s wife to 
say something. Pat Henning leaned toward her husband and gently said, "I love you." Able to hear 
for the first time in six decades, Steve’s face broke into a smile. The first words he heard were of 
love. 

When a person comes to know Christ, the Lord opens spiritual ears that have previously been 
unable to hear. Paul describes this transformation to the Corinthians this way: "Old things pass 
away, and all things become new." That includes the ability to hear God saying, "I love you!" 

I believe there are some here today that for the first time or perhaps in a call for recommitment, 
you are hearing the Holy Spirit as He leans toward you and he says, “I LOVE YOU” 

All Things New 

The last part of our verse today says ….” all things have become new.”  

Our inner man is made alive and we get a new nature and New Identity. 



John 1: 12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the [e]right to become children of God, to 
those who believe in His name: 

 

Leslie Lynch King, Jr. became Gerald Ford, the 38th president of the United States. 

You are or can become a child of the Most High God 

 

2 Corinthians 5: 

17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all 
things have become new. 

 

“Take the first step in Faith. You don’t have to see the whole staircase, just take the first step.”    
(Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.) 

 

 

 


