
 

 

 

 
 

FATHER’S DAY 2021 

The passage we will look at today is of a father who faced one of the greatest challenges a 
parent could ever face, the terminal illness of an only child.  

His response to the adversity made all the difference in the world for his daughter. Instead of 
being hardened or weakened in his faith he chose to change his situation by going to the only 
one who could change it. Jesus.  

Mark 5:21-24 (ESV) And when Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, a great 
crowd gathered about him, and he was beside the sea. 22 Then came one of the rulers of the 
synagogue, Jairus by name, and seeing him, he fell at his feet 23 and implored him earnestly, 
saying, “My little daughter is at the point of death. Come and lay your hands on her, so that she 
may be made well and live.” 24 And he went with him. 

Jairus was a ruler of a synagogue and so he was a well-known religious leader.  
 
Unlike many of the religious leaders who resisted and opposed the ministry of Christ, Jairus 
believed that Jesus could heal the sick. How he came to this conclusion we do not know, 
perhaps he had witnessed the miracles and healings, had heard about them. In any case his 
situation was so dire that He went to Jesus as His last resort.  
 
Jairus is a father. Luke tells us that he only had one daughter and she was 12 years-old. (Luke 
8:42)  

STAY THE COURSE 



We don’t know what lead to her illness but, we do know that it was serious and in its final 
stage.  
 
Driven by love 
 
Jairus loves his little girl so much that he is willing to risk leaving her bedside, when she is at the 
point of death, to find Jesus and bring him back to pray for her.  
 
There is something about a father and mother’s love for a child that makes them risk everything 
to see their little one well. What he to convince his wife to let him go we do not know but, what 
we do see is his love in action. He implores, begs and pleads with Jesus to come and heal his 
little girl. Jesus responds with a yes. 
 
Determined in faith 
 
I could imagine the relief in Jairus’ heart to know that Jesus was set on coming with him. All 
hopelessness, for the moment, had been erased and faith had come alive in the heart of this 
father.  
 
But then things began to take a turn for what seemed like the worse. (The water begins to boil)  
 

• The crowds don’t let Jesus progress. 
 
Luke 8:42 (AMP) But as Jesus went, the people were crowding against Him [almost crushing 
Him]. 
 
Imagine what it must have been like to Jairus. The situation is serious, his little girls is at the 
point of death, Jesus wants to get there but the people keep holding him up. If I was Jairus I 
would be leading Jesus through the crowd, pushing people out of the way.  
 

• Jesus stops in mid-track 
 
Mark 5:30 (ESV) And Jesus, perceiving in himself that power had gone out from him, 
immediately turned about in the crowd and said, “Who touched my garments?”  
 
Jairus doesn’t know what’s going on. But it’s not ideal for his situation. His little girl is at the 
point of death and now Jesus is asking a strange question. “Who touched me?”. People have 
been touching and pressing on him since they left the shore.  
 
Luke writes that everyone denied touching him. Of course, that’s probably because the way 
Jesus asked it seemed like someone did something wrong and no one wants to be guilty of an 
inappropriate touch.  
 



If I was Jairus, I probably would have shouted out, “Someone please just speak up so we can get 
moving! I have a daughter at home who is at the point of death and Jesus needs to get there!”  
 
Jesus, knowing that power had left Him, stopped, not willing to go on until the person who 
touched Him was known.  
 
Finally, a woman confesses and tells her story of how she was healed from a 12-year ailment 
with a hemorrhage.   
 
Her story and faith were so different from Jairus. Jairus, a religious leader, wants Jesus to come 
and lay hands on his little girl but, this woman, who shouldn’t have even been among the 
people, for she was considered unclean, just wanted to touch the hem of Jesus’ robe.  
 
Mark 5:27-28 (ESV) She had heard the reports about Jesus and came up behind him in the 
crowd and touched his garment. 28 For she said, “If I touch even his garments, I will be made 
well.” 29 And immediately the flow of blood dried up, and she felt in her body that she was 
healed of her disease. 

This healing was instant, but what followed was distressingly time-consuming. All of this took 
time, time which seemed to endanger the daughter of Jairus.  

But he didn’t give up, he stayed the course.  

These two miracles are carefully intertwined. In reality, the miracle of the healing of Jairus’ 
daughter is interrupted by the healing of the woman with the hemorrhage.  

For a short time, it appears that this healing of the woman has cost the life of Jairus’ daughter. 
 
Devastated by the news 
 
Mark 5:35 (ESV) While he was still speaking, there came from the ruler's house some who said, 
“Your daughter is dead. Why trouble the Teacher any further?”  
 
If you have ever received unexpected new about a death then you know what Jairus must have 
felt the moment he saw the men from his town make their way to him. His heart was struck 
with a sense of dread. The words your “daughter is dead” was a shock and left him in a 
momentary daze and discouragement.  
 
But, the words that Jesus spoke to him served to breath courage back into him.  
 
Don’t get off track. Stay the course.  
 
Mark 5:36 (ESV) But overhearing what they said, Jesus said to the ruler of the synagogue, “Do 
not fear, only believe.”  



 
Luke 8:50 (ESV) But Jesus on hearing this answered, do not fear, only believe and she will be 
well.  
 
What is he saying? Stay the course, don’t quit in your faith in me. 
 
Delighted by Christ’s power 
 
People may laugh and even mock you for your faith in Christ but it doesn’t matter. Stay the 
course. Keep your eyes on Jesus. Let him walk into your home and let Him be Lord.  
 
Mark 5:41-42 (ESV) Taking her by the hand he said to her, “Talitha cumi,” which means, “Little 
girl, I say to you, arise.” 42 And immediately the girl got up and began walking (for she was 
twelve years of age), and they were immediately overcome with amazement.  
 
It is interesting to note that the daughter of Jairus was twelve years old the same number of 
years as the woman in the crowd had suffered from her infirmity. 
 
Also, Jesus calls the woman He healed “Daughter” (Luke 8:48). It’s the only time He calls an 
individual that.  
 
The story of Jairus in the Bible is really a miracle within a miracle, with two “daughters” and two 
stretches of a dozen years.  
 
Jairus was a leader in the synagogue, and the bleeding woman in the crowd was likely an 
outcast because of her ailment. But Jesus graciously met both their needs and responded to 
their faith with equal love, power, and willingness to heal.  
 
When Jesus stopped on His way to Jairus’ house to speak to the woman in the crowd, He 
allowed time to pass. Jesus was not worried about Jairus’ daughter dying. He knew all along 
that He would heal her, even if that meant raising her from the dead.  
 
There is no doubt that Jairus felt the urgency of his situation, and he was probably irritated at 
what he saw as a delay. His daughter was lying at death’s door, and Jesus was taking His time. 
Jairus learned that God’s timing and purpose are not like ours. Sometimes He waits longer than 
we think is rational. 
 
But in the end the adversity he faced changed because he chose to respond with faith in Christ. 
He stayed the course.  
 
What Jesus required of this father he requires of us all, be patient, trust and stay the course! 
 
 
 


