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Introduction: I have sensed that many of us have been struggling with what life has thrown our 
way – we have asked, does God even care, does he still heal and intervene? I sense, and have 
been there myself, that some of us have forgotten just exactly who we are serving. We have 
forgotten the joy of our salvation, we have forgotten the miracles that God has done in our life.  

Whether it be this past week, during the past couple years during the pandemic, or twenty 
years ago, in this room and listening online, people have gone through some tough times: 
Divorce, death of a loved one that we believed God for, Loneliness Etc. I know that for some of 
you, you found it hard to be thankful at all especially during this Thanksgiving season.   

The Lord wants to remind you today who HE is. He wants to remind you what His own word 
says about Himself. Something I was taught growing up was to get the Word of God inside of 
me so that when trial came, I had a deep well of faith to pull from. I also had a teacher in Bible 
school teach the students to get in the word and crawl around in it… and it has truly served me 
in my walk with Him.  

Romans 10:17 “Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God”.  

Listen to who our God is: 

For the One who Believes  



• Isaiah 41:10 So do not fear, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will 
strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. 

 
• Psalms 41:3 The LORD sustains him on his sickbed; in his illness you restore him to full 

health. 
 

• Psalms 147:3 He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds.  
 

• James 5:15And the prayer of faith will save the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise 
him up.  

 
• Matthew 11:28 Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 

 
• John 10:10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have 

life and have it abundantly. 
 

THIS IS OUR KING! HE IS WHO HE SAYS HE IS.  
 
Today, I want us to focus in on a story that is in many of the gospels. It’s about a boy who was 
demon possessed and Jesus’ followers tried to heal the boy, but nothing happened. Then, Jesus 
stepped in…  

 
Mark 9:14-29 (NASB) And when they came back to the other disciples, they saw a large crowd 
around them, and some scribes arguing with them. 15 Immediately, when the entire crowd saw 
Him, they were amazed and began running up to greet Him. 16 And He asked them, “What are 
you disputing with them?” 17 And one person from the crowd answered Him, “Teacher, I 
brought You my son, because he has a spirit that makes him unable to speak; 18 and whenever it 
seizes him, it slams him to the ground, and he foams at the mouth and grinds his teeth and 
becomes stiff. And I told Your disciples so that they would cast it out, but they could not do 
it.” 19 And He answered them and said, “O unbelieving generation, how long shall I be with you? 
How long shall I put up with you? Bring him to Me!” 20 And they brought the boy to Him. When 
he saw Him, the spirit immediately threw him into convulsions, and falling to the ground, 
he began rolling around and foaming at the mouth. 21 And He asked his father, “How long has 
this been happening to him?” And he said, “From childhood. 22 It has often thrown him both 
into the fire and into the water to kill him. But if You can do anything, take pity on us and help 
us!” 23 But Jesus said to him, “‘If You can?’ All things are possible for the one who 
believes.” 24 Immediately the boy’s father cried out and said, “I do believe; help my 
unbelief!” 25 When Jesus saw that a crowd was rapidly gathering, He rebuked the unclean spirit, 
saying to it, “You mute and deaf spirit, I command you, come out of him and do not enter 
him again!” 26 And after crying out and throwing him into terrible convulsions, it came out; 
and the boy became so much like a corpse that most of them said, “He is dead!” 27 But Jesus 
took him by the hand and raised him, and he got up. 28 When He came into the house, His 



disciples began asking Him privately, “Why is it that we could not cast it out?” 29 And He said to 
them, “This kind cannot come out by anything except prayer.” 
 

1. Don’t have faith in your faith, have faith in Jesus  

Mark 9:14-18 And when they came back to the other disciples, they saw a large crowd 
around them, and some scribes arguing with them.  

Faith is not a work (THIS IS WHY OUR FAITH IS IN JESUS AND NOT OUR ABILITY) 

Human effort is enemy of faith.  

Mark 9:15-18 Immediately, when the entire crowd saw Him, they were amazed 
and began running up to greet Him. 16 And He asked them, “What are you disputing with 
them?” 17 And one person from the crowd answered Him, “Teacher, I brought You my son, 
because he has a spirit that makes him unable to speak; 18 and whenever it seizes him, it 
slams him to the ground, and he foams at the mouth and grinds his teeth and becomes 
stiff. And I told Your disciples so that they would cast it out, but they could not do it.”  

It says THEY couldn’t do it. They were trying to do things on their own strength. 

Faith is not a performance. FAITH IS NOT A WORK 

Romans 4:1-5 concerning the faith of Abraham, “ What then shall we say that 
Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh, has found? 2 For if Abraham was 
justified by works, he has something to boast about; but not before God. 3 For what does 
the Scripture say? “ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS CREDITED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS.” 4 Now 
to the one who works, the wages are not credited as a favor, but as what is due. 5 But to 
the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is 
credited as righteousness,  

This verse is talking about faith for salvation but, its applies just the same for all areas of 
life 

Faith is not about what we see in front of us. It’s about being sure of OUR KING  

Hebrews 11:1 (NIV) “Faith is being sure of what we hope for, and certain of what we do not 
see” 

You see, this story in Mark, is the first documented story where the disciples are having to 
live by faith instead of by sight. 



As Jesus starts the process of ensuring that we are ready for our life on earth without his 
visible body here with us every day, this is the first lesson that he teaches us. We must now 
live by faith and not by sight. 

See the disciples saw so many miracles firsthand.  

• They saw him heal the official’s son at Capernaum 
• They saw him heal Peter’s Mother in law who was sick with a fever 
• They saw him summon fish out of nowhere and fill up their boat 
• They saw him cast demons into a herd of pigs 
• They saw him saw him raise Jairus’ daughter to life 
• They saw him feed thousands of people with a little kid’s lunch box (TWICE) 
• They saw Him walk on water  
• They saw him heal the man at the pool of Bethsaida 
• They saw him heal the man’s withered hand on the Sabbath  

They were there when: WHATS THE DIFFERENCE HERE!???? – I will tell you the difference. 
Jesus, in flesh, isn’t there with them. And what do they do when they can’t see him, they 
try to do things THEMSELVES.  

And, a lot of times, we still do this today… but we have gotten smart with how to cover it 
and make it look like faith. We pray louder to show our faith, beat ourselves up like we 
aren’t performing, we think that if we pray an hour a day verses 45 minutes then God will 
see our great faith, we humans love to put everything into a formula or a methodology. I 
God is looking for us to stop striving, because we will miserably fail on our own efforts. 
Instead, rest, and believe that HE IS THE WONDER WORKING GOD.  

2. The reality of the Word of God is always above the reality of our circumstance! 

Mark 9-19-23:  And He answered them and said, “O unbelieving generation, how long shall I 
be with you? How long shall I put up with you? Bring him to Me!”  

Mark 9:20-21 And they brought [m]the boy to Him. When he saw Him, the spirit immediately 
threw him into convulsions, and falling to the ground, he began rolling around and 
foaming at the mouth. 21 And He asked his father, “How long has this been happening to 
him?” And he said, “From childhood. 22 It has often thrown him both into the fire and into 
the water to kill him. But if You can do anything, take pity on us and help us!”  

The reality of the Word of God is always above the reality of our circumstance! 

God’s word is still true even when our reality seems in total opposition. 

Jesus’ response is astounding here: 



Mark 9:23 But Jesus said to him, “‘If You can?’ All things are possible for the one who 
believes.” 

 DO WE KNOW WHO WE ARE PRAYING TOO? 

• The star breather 
• The alpha and the omega 
• The pre-existing one 
• Yahweh 
• Jehovah 
• The Great IAM 
• The God WHO heals all of our diseases 

Matthew 9:23 “All things are possible for the one who believes”.  

Jesus says, “ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE FOR THE ONE WHO BELIEVES!”  

3. The pressure is not all on you!  

What is almost just as beautiful as Jesus’ response in this story is the father’s response to 
Jesus. 

Mark 9:24 Immediately the boy’s father cried out and said, “I do believe; help my unbelief!”  

Mark 9:25-27 When Jesus saw that a crowd was rapidly gathering, He rebuked the unclean 
spirit, saying to it, “You mute and deaf spirit, I command you, come out of him and do not 
enter him again!” 26 And after crying out and throwing him into terrible convulsions, it came 
out; and the boy became so much like a corpse that most of them said, “He is dead!” 27 But 
Jesus took him by the hand and raised him, and he got up.  

 

 

 


