
Generational Joy  
James 1:1-2, 2 Timothy 1:10-12, Philippians 1:21-22 

This gospel is our joy and is worth everything.  

 

James 1:1-2 (ESV) James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve 
tribes in the Dispersion: Greetings. 2Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of 
various kinds, 

Background of the text 

• This Jacob is the 1/2 brother of Jesus. (Acts 12 & 15, Galatians 1-2)  
• Lead Pastor of the Jewish Christians in the 1st Church. 
• Pastored for 20 years in Jerusalem and faced many trials throughout. Famines & 

persecutions.  
• Jacob was considered a pillar of the church, peacemaker who served with 

wisdom and bravery until he was murdered.  

In this letter you will find this to be a short, yet powerful collection of wisdom and 
practical teachings. His goal isn’t to instruct new theological information. Rather, He 
wants to get in your business & challenge how you live. While you read this letter, you 
may be triggered by the similarities of the Sermon on the Mount and by the first 7 
chapters in the book of Proverbs, because that is where he draws a lot of his content 
from. James is filled with short, challenging, wisdom speeches with metaphors and one-
liners that can be easily remembered.  

James 1:2 (ESV) Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, 

1. We Have a lot in Common 
Variety  

We can relate not only with the writer and his audience, understanding their struggles 
and troubles but we can also connect with and understand each other a bit more. 
Having concluded that there is commonality in the room. Every one of us has faced 
troubles. Different kinds but troubles, nonetheless. Maybe an incurable illness, loss of 
property, separation of loved ones, quarreling and misunderstandings, failures, or 
defeat, disappointments, distress, cruelty, and outright demonic attacks. That’s Trouble.  

Lately it seems as if here at Home you have been through some tough times, some 
trials, and a variety of them at that.  



I believe that each person here individually is facing your own trial, storm, or temptation. 
There isn't one of us that is immune to the storms of life.  

A variety of trials. Isn’t it interesting that when you have one storm over here for a few 
days, another storm comes, and another and another?  

It's been raining, there has been a heavy downpour, the church was facing a variety of 
storms, trials, and temptations. As with some of you today, you can get to a point where 
you ask the Lord "take this out of my life already, I am drenched and just need a 
reprieve.”  

We have all been there.  

As Christians we are not excused from trials and storms. We must meet them as well.  

The storms and trials does not mean God isn’t active in your life, it means you are 
in a storm. What are you going to do while in it?  

The goal of some trials, storms, expected or unexpected is to test your faith. 

 

2. Trials and Troubles Want to Take Leadership In Your 
Life.  
Count it all Joy 

God wants to develop something in you that has been missing or damaged you in the 
past. He wants to make all things new in you. 

The problem with trials is not the trial itself, it is our perspective of the trial and how we 
walk through them.  

The Bible tells us that when a variety of trials comes, we need to “Count” or lead with 
joy.  

Replacing worry with joy, doubt with faith.  

James has a perspective on problems that I believe is something that can be practiced 
every day. He tells us to Count it all joy.  

"Count it" translates as “Lead” in other words. 

Don’t let your problems count you or lead you. Rather let JOY lead you and count you. 



3. Don’t let your problems count you, lead you. Rather 
let JOY lead you and count you. 
Joy is a Fruit of the Spirit that Often Times is Displayed Under 
Difficulties.  

This Joy is not only in our emotions. This Joy that James is referring to is the JOY of the 
GOSPEL.  

The Joy is Jesus, it’s the truth that brings us Joy.  

It is truth in the inward parts that bring us Joy.  

The Gospel Brings Us Joy.  

Therefore, we can learn from one another when facing our trials, storms, and struggles, 
because we share the JOY that we have come to discover at the end of the rain.  

Bible Verse 

2 Timothy 1:12 (ESV) which is why I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know 
whom I have believed, and I am convinced that he is able to guard until that day what 
has been entrusted to me. 

Generational Joy  

The question arises, "how can I be led by JOY when this trial is taking it away"?  

Friends, Joy is not rooted in our emotions, you can be sad but still be LED by JOY.  

JOY is the Gospel, and the Gospel is JESUS.  

Think for a moment about the men and women of God that faced many trials, 
tribulations and temptations and chose to be LED by JOY.  

Paul to the Philippians " For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain." -Philippians 
1:21 (ESV) 

Paul to the Romans "Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that 
suffering produces endurance, "- Romans 5:3 (ESV) 

Peter to the Jews " And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who 
has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and 
establish you."- 1 Peter 5:10 (ESV) 



Paul to the Corinthians "No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. 
God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the 
temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it."- 1 
Corinthians 10:13 (ESV) 

Paul to the Thessalonians "Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus. -1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 
(NIV) 

King David "You are my hiding place; you will protect me from trouble and surround me 
with songs of deliverance."-Psalm 32:7 (NIV) 

Nehemiah 8:10 | "...And do not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your strength." 
(ESV) 

Jesus to His Disciples "I have said these things to you, that in me you may have 
peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the 
world."- John 16:33 (ESV) 

The Gospel, this JOY, this Jesus has transformed me. It has changed everything about 
me. Not only me but generations of people. People who gave their lives to share this 
Gospel with the world. 

 


