
 

 

 
 

Sunday December 12th, 2021 
Matthew 1:23 (ESV) “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his 
name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). 

John 1:14 (ESV) And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, 
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.  
 
(AMP) And the Word (Christ) became flesh, and lived among us; and we [actually] saw His glory, 
glory as belongs to the [One and] only begotten Son of the Father, [the Son who is truly unique, 
the only One of His kind, who is] full of grace and truth (absolutely free of deception). 

Luke 2:6 (NKJV) So it was, that while they were there, the days were completed for her to be 
delivered.  And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and 
laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.  

What a unique way for God to wrap His gift of love to the world. Baby Jesus, who was wrapped 
in swaddling cloth, was God in flesh. God wrapped himself in human flesh and dwelt among 
man. “Emmanuel”.  
 
Most of us will take care to wrap our Christmas gifts in special ways. Unique wrapping paper, 
gift bags, boxes and bows. Some people are extraordinarily creative and artistic in the way they 
wrap gifts but none come close to God’s gift, wrapped in the most extraordinary way. 
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God with Us 

 



 
Think about it! The King of Kings and Lord of Lords wasn’t wrapped in the finest silks of the East 
or in kingly garments He was wrapped in swaddling cloth’s! He wasn’t born in a palace or an inn 
he was born in a stable.  
 
He wasn’t born of queen or a princess but of a virgin girl in a small town. He wasn’t raised by a 
king or emperor but by a humble carpenter. From the moment of His birth Jesus was wrapped 
in humility. 
 
During the Christmas season we look back 2,000 plus years, when the plan of God began to 
unfold. Mary and Joseph sitting by the manger holding their firstborn child wrapped in 
swaddling cloth is the central image of Christmas. I’m sure that many of us have a manger 
scene somewhere among our Christmas decorations.  
 
Life for Mary and Joseph, in just one year, had changed drastically. Two angelic visitations had 
sovereignly altered their dreams of building a humble home, living a quiet life, in a small town, 
and giving birth to their first born surrounded by family and friends.  
 
Instead, they find themselves alone in a stable giving birth to their firstborn child. I can’t 
imagine the emotions they are feeling as they hold their baby. This child wrapped in swaddling 
cloth was no ordinary child. This gift was no ordinary gift. His mission and purpose were clear.  
 
Luke 1:30-33 (ESV) The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 
God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name 
Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give 
to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and 
of his kingdom there will be no end.” 
 
Matthew 1:20 (ESV) “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which 
is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you shall call his name 
Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”  
 
This is the central message of Christmas. The child alone wasn’t the gift, His mission was the 
gift. It wasn’t just who He was but, what He would do that would result in the greatest gift 
mankind could ever receive from God.  
 
The gift wasn’t just in His person, as he had always existed. The gift was in His person and 
mission.  
 
Mary and Joseph sitting by the manger holding their firstborn child wrapped in swaddling cloth 
is the central image of Christmas. But it is not the central message.  



At Jesus’ baby dedication, eight days after his birth, a righteous and devout man from 
Jerusalem named Simeon, to whom the Holy Spirit promised would not see not to die before he 
would set his eyes on the Messiah, came and spoke this over baby Jesus… 

Luke 2:29-32 (ESV) “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your 
word; 30 for my eyes have seen your salvation 31 that you have prepared in the presence of all 
peoples, 32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.” 

Jesus, Immanuel “God with Us” (His person) will save His people from their sins (His mission) is 
the central message of Christmas.  

Christmas isn’t just a story to make us feel warm and cozy about family, friends, and peace on 
earth. It is love story about God sending His only Son to seek and to save people from their sins, 
through the work of the cross.  

Jesus is Savior 

At the heart of the Christmas story is the truth that the human race was alienated from God 
because of their sins. Thus, they need to be saved.  

Ephesians 2:1-5 (GNT) In the past you were spiritually dead because of your disobedience and 
sins. 2 At that time you followed the world's evil way; you obeyed the ruler of the spiritual 
powers in space, the spirit who now controls the people who disobey God. 3 Actually all of us 
were like them and lived according to our natural desires, doing whatever suited the wishes of 
our own bodies and minds. In our natural condition we, like everyone else, were destined to 
suffer God's anger. But God's mercy is so abundant, and his love for us is so great, 5 that while 
we were spiritually dead in our disobedience he brought us to life with Christ. It is by God's 
grace that you have been saved. 

God’s gift wrapped in swaddling cloth lying in the manager had been sent to save us from our 
sins.  

This was the good news that the Angels announced to the shepherds in the field.  

Luke 2:10-12 (ESV) And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of 
great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in 
swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.”  
 
There it is again, the baby wrapped in swaddling cloths was God’s saving gift for all the people.   

“All the people” includes the worst of sinners. The apostle Paul, who was the greatest 
persecutor of the church knew this well when he wrote.  



1 Timothy 1:15 (ESV) The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost. 
 
“All the people” includes all of us.  
 
Again, Mary and Joseph sitting by the manger holding their firstborn child wrapped in 
swaddling cloth is the central image of Christmas. But it is not the central message.  

Jesus was a child but more then ordinary, He was extraordinary, He was God’s one and only 
sinless Son.  

Why is this important? 

Because it is through the the birth, sinless life, and substitutionary death of Jesus that you and I 
could ever be forgiven and saved.  

2 Corinthians 5:21 (AMP) He made Christ who knew no sin to [judicially] be sin on our behalf, so 
that in Him we would become the righteousness of God [that is, we would be made acceptable 
to Him and placed in a right relationship with Him by His gracious lovingkindness]. 

Jesus is God in human flesh. He came to save us from our sins. But, Matthew also wants us to 
know that… 

Jesus is “Emmanuel” God with us 

Matthew 1:23 (ESV) “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his 
name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). 

Jesus is none other than the living God with us! God is an ever-present help to those who have 
placed their faith in Christ as Savior.  

It’s interesting that in his gospel account Matthew begins with this promise that would be 
called “Emmanuel” God with us and would end his gospel account with a quote from Jesus 
saying, “I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”. (Matthew 28:20) 

Hebrews 13:5 (ESV) assures us, “for He Himself has said, ‘I will never desert you, nor will I ever 
forsake you.’”  

Jesus—God in human flesh—is always with us who have trusted in Him! 

But the message that God dwells with us in the person of His Son, who came to offer Himself on 
the cross to pay the penalty for our sins, is only good news if you have received the Lord Jesus 
as the One who bore your sin.  



John 1:12 (AMP) But to as many as did receive and welcome Him, He gave the right [the 
authority, the privilege] to become children of God, that is, to those who believe in (adhere to, 
trust in, and rely on) His name. 
 
 
 


