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This month we are turning our attention to “reigniting the vision of our church”.  
 
When it comes to the vision of our church, our focus is not first and foremost on doing 
things for God, our focus is first on being who God called us to be.  
 
A community of believers who love God, serve people and reach our world.  
 
Our vision may include objectives such as equipping believers, planting churches, raising 
missionaries, opening new small groups, building a youth center, expanding children’s 
facilities and launching a training center however, our passion of doing things for God 
should never supersede our passion and love for God.  
 
Last week we focused on the first part of our statement, “love God”. This week I want us 
to look at the second part of our statement, “Serve people”.  
 
Love for God should be the ultimate motivation to serve others.  
 
If we lose sight of this truth then our spiritual activities become nothing more than 
religious lifeless exercises that serve only to make us feel better about ourselves.  

Serve People 



 
Listen to this passage written by the Apostle Paul.  

Philippians 2:1-5 (NLT) Is there any encouragement from belonging to Christ? Any 
comfort from his love? Any fellowship together in the Spirit? Are your hearts tender and 
compassionate? 2 Then make me truly happy by agreeing wholeheartedly with each 
other, loving one another, and working together with one mind and purpose. 3 Don’t be 
selfish; don’t try to impress others. Be humble, thinking of others as better than 
yourselves. 4 Don’t look out only for your own interests, but take an interest in others, 
too. 5 You must have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had. 

Paul wants the believers to practice a Christianity that reflects they belong to Christ, a 
Christianity that reflects the heart of Christ. Jesus didn’t come to impress His followers; 
he wasn’t selfish, He didn’t think about Himself. He didn’t think about His own interest, 
instead He put us above Himself.  
 
Matthew 20:28 (NLT) For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve 
others and to give his life as a ransom for many. 
 
Christ followers, like their Lord, have a heart to serve others. We are not called to give 
our lives to save others, Jesus did that, but we are called to serve others in His name.  
Galatians 5:13 “You were called to be free only do not use your liberty as an occasion 
for the flesh but through love serve one another.”  
The challenge is that we live in a world that promotes, self-love and consumerism over 
service.  
 
The voice of the culture of this world says that we are free to do what we desire and no 
one should put limitations on us. If it feels good to do then I should be allowed to do it. 
We should pursue our own happiness, after all we are in control of our own destiny, we 
are the center of our own universe.  
 
This might be how many under the influence of the world may think but we are not to 
conform to the world’s way of thinking.  
 
Romans 12:1-2 (NKJV) I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that 
you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your 
reasonable service. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and 
perfect will of God.  
 
What is the will of God? What is it that pleases Him? That we think about other’s more 
than we do about ourselves.  
 



Romans 12:3a (NKJV) For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is 
among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think…  
 
Three ways we should think: 
 
Think humbly - don’t think of yourself more highly then you ought 
 
(NLT) Don’t think you are better than you really are. 

 
(The Voice) I can respectfully tell you not to think of yourselves as being more important 
than you are. 
 
Of course, this doesn’t mean that you and I should think of ourselves less then we ought 
either. 

 
He is simply saying that we are not to think for a moment that everything we are and 
have is a result of our own makings and efforts.  
 
Without divine intervention, left to our own devices and plans under the influence of 
our sinful nature each of us would be in a state of bondage facing the wrath of God 
instead of the goodness of God.  
 
We are what we are because He is who He is!!!  Think soberly… don’t be drunk on 
yourself. 
Romans 12:3b (NKJV) …but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of 
faith. 
 
What we are as children of God is the result of His mercy and grace and what we have 
to serve with was given to us not earned.  
 
We didn’t bring anything to God he brought everything to us.  
 
What we have to give and serve with is what has been given to us by grace. 
 
True devotion and service to God and people flows from a real understanding and 
appreciation of His great mercy or what He has done for us and what He has given to us.  
 
This is the basis, the starting point or motivating factor of our serving others.  
 
Think corporately  
 
Romans 12:4-5 (NKJV) For as we have many members in one body, but all the members 
do not have the same function, 5 so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and 
individually members of one another.  



 
In our world of individualistic mindsets too many people focus on themselves as if life is 
lived alone. Truth is, life is lived with others, never alone.  
 
A believer’s commitment to God and a transformed lifestyle is demonstrated in his 
exercising his spiritual gifts in the body of Christ. 
 
If we are to be effective in serving then we have to understand three things: 
 
We are a part of the whole - We are individual members of a corporate body not a body 
by ourselves  

 
… For as we have many members in one body.  

 
The church does not consist of an “I” it consists of “US”.  
 
The church is a community of believers not an individual believer.  

 
People who focus simply on themselves and their needs seldom see the value of the 
whole body. 

 
Everyone is unique - We are individuals who are interdependent  

 
…but all the members do not have the same function. 
What someone else has is what I need. What I have is what someone else needs.  

 
The fact that everyone has unique function or role makes clear that we don’t have it all 
or can do it all alone. We need each other!!   
 
We are called to serve – God gives us gifts not so that we elevate ourselves but to serve 
each other.  
 
Romans 12:6 (NKJV) Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, 
let us use them. 
 
1 Peter 4:10 (NLT) God has given each of you a gift from his great variety of spiritual 
gifts. Use them well to serve one another.  
 
Romans 12:9-13 (NLT) Don’t just pretend to love others. Really love them. Hate what is 
wrong. Hold tightly to what is good. 10 Love each other with genuine affection, and take 
delight in honoring each other. 11 Never be lazy, but work hard and serve the Lord 
enthusiastically. 12 Rejoice in our confident hope. Be patient in trouble, and keep on 
praying. 13 When God’s people are in need, be ready to help them. Always be eager to 
practice hospitality. 



 
“The highest form of worship is the worship of unselfish Christian service.” Billy Graham 
 
Life isn’t truly lived until you use what God has given you and give it away!! 

My friends, the secret of happiness is not in possession, pleasure, work, or knowledge; 
but in loving God and serving people. We are called to serve people.  
 
 
 
 
 


