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1 John 4:7-11 NIV ~ Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone 
who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, 
because God is love. 9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only 
Son into the world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but 
that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God 
so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 

Let’s look at the text again. 25 times the word “Love” appears in this text through verse 21   

7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been 
born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is 
love. 9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world 
that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and 
sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also 
ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives 
in us and his love is made complete in us. 13 This is how we know that we live in him and he in 
us: He has given us of his Spirit. 14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son 
to be the Savior of the world. 15 If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives 
in them and they in God. 16 And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. 

God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them. 17 This is how love is made 
complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment: In this world we 
are like Jesus. 18 There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do 
with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love. 

19 We love because he first loved us. 20 Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or 
sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot 
love God, whom they have not seen. 21 And he has given us this command: Anyone who loves 
God must also love their brother and sister. 

Love Others 

1 John 4:7 AMP ~ Beloved, let us [unselfishly] love and seek the best for one another, for love is 
from God; and everyone who loves [others] is born of God and knows God [through personal 
experience]. 

As you see in the text, the word “love” used here is agape love. This kind of love is unselfish.  
  



The love of God is in our heart. This love, it’s huge! It’s an ocean of God’s love, not a drip or 
small splash. This love is abundantly poured out within our hearts. 
 
Romans 5:5 AMP ~ Such hope [in God’s promises] never disappoints us, because God’s love has 
been abundantly poured out within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us. 
 
This is why we can Re-Gift God’s Love! 
 
Love comes from God 
 
Sometimes people, their love grows cold. If you want to love more, you have to stay connected 
to God. God is the power source.   
  
People who love, have been born of God 
 
The people of the world cannot produce this love.  
 
When SolMaria, my wife, received salvation, I witnessed the overflowing of God’s love in her 
life. Her love for God, for me, and for others was evident. 
 
The church should be known by love:  
  

·      Not music  
  

·      Not guest speakers  
  

·      Not prophetic ministry  
  

·      Not world missions  
 
·      Not children’s ministry  
  

We should be known by the abundance of JESUS’ LOVE! 
  
Recently, I did a survey with a few groups of people here in the church and the response about 
HOP were similar, each person remembers the love of God that they experienced. 
 
John 13:35 NIV ~ By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 
 
An excerpt from an article by Robert Velarde  
   
But beyond evangelism in the sense of reaching out with the gospel, the church must also 
express compassion and mercy tangibly by helping others. In following Christ’s example to love 



others, the church, must seek to make a real difference in the world while not neglecting to 
share the message of Christ.” 
 
 People who don’t know love, don’t know God 
 
1 John 4:8 AMP ~ The one who does not love has not become acquainted with God [does not 
and never did know Him], for God is love. [He is the originator of love, and it is an enduring 
attribute of His nature.] 
 
 Picture of God’s Love 
 
1 John 4:9-10 NIV ~ This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son 
into the world that we might live through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he 
loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 

1 Corinthians 13 NIV ~ If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am 
only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all 
mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have 
love, I am nothing. 3 If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I 
may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. 

4Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not 
dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of 
wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always 
trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 

8 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are 
tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we know in 
part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when completeness comes, what is in part 
disappears. 11 When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a 
child. When I became a man, I put the ways of childhood behind me. 12 For now we see only a 
reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know 
fully, even as I am fully known. 

13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. 

Since God loved so loved us, we out to love one another 
 
1 John 4:11 NIV ~  Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 
 
We re-gift His love, when, we practice loving others each day. Paul tells us what love looks like 
in 1 Corinthians 13: 
 



1 Corinthians 13:4-7 NIV ~ Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is 
not proud. 5 It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps 
no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always 
protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 8 Love never fails. 

Practical ways to show God’s love. 

·      Love someone who’s not kind (pic a scrooge)  
  
·      Buy a gift for someone who you don’t normally buy for  
  
·      Give a new bible to a friend  
 
·      Give to the bell ringers from the Salvation Army  

  
·      Do a home visit with a family member  
  
·      Pray for others  
  
·      Call someone  
  
·      Bless someone  
  
·      Invite someone to your SG party  
  
·      Do a special lunch with a friend  
  
·      Share the gospel  
 

Luke 2: 11 NKJV ~ For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 
Lord. 

Closing thought: The love of God is here for you. Love gave a Savior to live in your heart. This 
Christmas don’t wait to open the gift of God!  
  
Application: What are some practical ways you can re-gift the love of God, that has been shed 
abroad in your heart? 
 
 


